The Roman Republic 
(509-27 BCE) 


From its legendary origins as a tiny 
cluster of villages in the Italian 
countryside, ancient Rome grew into a 
vast metropolis and the dominant power 

of the Mediterranean. 
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exploring history to celebrate the mind and the arts 


In Collaboration With: 
❖Consulate General of Italy 

❖ Italian Cultural Institute 

❖ Leonardo Da Vinci Society 

❖ Mechanics Institute Library 






The 2014-2015 Season 
At Marines' Memorial Theater 


From Haydn to Schoenfield: 

Rockin the Sonata with the Saint Michael Trio 

September 19, 2014 

The Roman Republic (509-27 BCE) 

October 24-25, 2014 

Charlemagne: The Father of Western Europe 

February 27-28, 2015 

The Great War: Cultural Reverberations Across Europe 

May 1-2, 2015 
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A special thanks to 

BANKfeWEST 

For its generous grant in support of our 
Young Cultural Participants Project. 


And welcome to the Bay Area students, 
teachers, and HW Cultural Interns who attend 
our programs as a result of that grant. 
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Student Outreach 

❖Your generous donations let us offer low- 
priced and free tickets to students and 
teachers. 

❖Help the next generation continue our 
mission of “Exploring History to Celebrate the 
Mind and the Arts.” 

❖Donation envelopes in the lobby 






Thanks to our collaborators: 


• Italian Cultural Institute 

• Mechanics’ Institute Library 

• Commonwealth Club of CA 

• Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, SCU 

• Docents Council, Fine Arts Museums of SF 

• Leonardo Da Vinci Society 

• Fleilenic-American Professional Society 

• Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning 
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FY14 Income 



■ Ticket sales 


■ Advertising 

■ Individual 
contributions 

■ Grants 


■ Other program 
earned income 


Your 

contribution 
makes these 
unique 
programs 
a reality. 


Thank you, Friends and Patrons of Humanities West, a 501 (c)3 Non- 
profit Organization. 







Thanks to the following organizations for continuing 

support: 

<♦ George and Judy Marcus Family Foundation 
*> Hauben Charitable Fund 

UC Berkeley Institute of European Studies 
Stanford Humanities Center 
*> CBT Charitable Trust 
Winery SF 

SFSU Humanities Department 
<* Marines’ Memorial Club 
*> Individual Donors 






A Special Thanks to 

0 R I AS 

Office of Resources for International and Area 
Studies at UC Berkeley and its program coordinator 

Michele Delattre. 

For organizing the study group for teachers 
attending this program on HW scholarships 

And for their long-standing support of 

Humanities West 
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Please help spread the word! 

ttTraditional advertising is expensive and ineffective for 
groups like Humanities West. 

ttHelp us reach a wider audience: 

Tell a friend about us. 

Pass along our emails and brochures. 

Bring a friend to the next program! 

Tell us about groups with similar interests. 

Donate to our cultural participation fund. 
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Save the dates for the 2015-16 Season 
at Marines’ Memorial Theatre 


The Dawn of the Italian Renaissance 
October 23-24, 2015 


Shakespeare and Cervantes 
February 26-27, 2016 


Celtic Culture 
May 6-7, 2016 
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Humanities West is gratefui for 
continuing support from 

Grants for the Arts / 

San Francisco 


Hotei Tax Fund 





MILITARY HISTORY 


The first Roman 
republican wars were 
wars of both expansion 
and defiance, aimed at 
protecting Rome itself 
from neighboring cities 
and nations and 
establishing its 
territory in the region. 



Map showing Ronnan expansion into Italy 


CAE5AB 


Gaius Julius Caesar was a 
Roman general, 
statesman, Consul, and 
notable author of 
Latin prose. He played a 
critical role in the events 
that led to the demise of 
the Roman Republic and 
the rise of the Roman 
Empire. 



CAE5AB 


Caesar's victories in the Gallic Wars, completed 
by 51 BC, extended Rome's territory to the 
English Channel and the Rhine. 

These achievements granted him unmatched 
military power. With the Gallic Wars concluded, 
the Senate ordered Caesar to step down from 
his military command and return to Rome. 
Caesar refused, and his defiance resulted in 
civil war, from which he emerged as the 
unrivaled leader of Rome. 


After assuming control of 
government, Caesar began a 
program of social and governmental 
reforms. He centralized the 
bureaucracy of the Republic and 
was eventually proclaimed "dictator 
in perpetuity". But the underlying 
political conflicts had not been 
resolved, and on the Ides of 
March (15 March) 44 BC, Caesar 
was assassinated by a group of 
senators led by Marcus Junius 
Brutus. 



The senators encircle Caesar. A 
19th-century interpretation of the 
event by Carl Theodor von Pilotv 



POLITICAL HISTORY 


The constitutional history of the Roman Republic can be divided 
into five phases. The first phase began with the revolution which 
overthrew the monarchy in 509 BC. The final phase ended with 
the transition that transformed the Republic into what would 
effectively be the Roman Empire, in 27 BC. Throughout the 
history of the Republic, the constitutional evolution was driven 
by the Conflict of the Orders between the aristocracy and the 
ordinary citizens. 


PQI4TOS 

Roman government was 
headed by two consuls, 
elected annually by the 
citizens and advised by 
a Senate composed of elected 
magistrates. As Roman society 
was very hierarchical by 
modern standards the 
evolution of the Roman 
government was heavily 
influenced by the struggle 
between the patricians, 

Rome's land-holding 
aristocracy, and the 
plebeians , the far more 
numerous citizen- 
commoners. 


The Roman Forum 


SQCIAI. STRUCTURE 


The status of 
freeborn Romans 
during the 
Republic was 
established by: 

X ancestry 

X census rank 

X attainment 
of honors 

X citizenship 


Roman Republic 
Social Hierarchy 


The Royal Class 

The Upper Class / 
The Patrician 


The Middle Class 


The Equestrian 
The Roman Plebeian 


The Lower Class 


The Roman 
Proletariat 

The Freedman of 
Roman Republic 
Society 


hierarchystructure.com 


Slaves 















The Young Cicero Reading by 
Vincenzo Foppa (fresco, 1464), 
now at the Wallace Collection 


According to Michael 
Grant , "the influence 
of Cicero upon the 
history of European 
literature and ideas 
greatly exceeds that 
of any other prose 
writer in any 
language" 


CICERO’S INFLUENCE 


Marcus Tullius Cicero was widely 
considered one of Rome's greatest 
orators and prose stylists. 

His influence on the Latin 
language was so immense that the 
subsequent history of prose in not only 
Latin but European languages up to 
the 19th century was said to be either 
a reaction against or a return to his 
style. 



A mid-first century AD 
bust of Cicero in the 
Capitoline Museums , 
Rome 
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Cicero introduced the 
Romans to the chief 
schools of Greek 
philosophy and created a 
Latin philosophical 
vocabulary distinguishing 
himself as a linguist, 
translator, and 
philosopher. 



Cicero Denounces 
Catiline, fresco by Cesare 
Maccari , 1882-88 


CICERQ^S POLITICAL CAREER 


Though he was an accomplished orator and 
successful lawyer, Cicero believed his political 
career was his most important achievement. It 
was during his consulship that the Second 
Catilinarian Conspiracy attempted to overthrow 
the government through an attack on the city by 
outside forces, and Cicero suppressed the revolt 
by executing five conspirators without due 
process. 


CICERQ^S QPPQSITIQN ANP DEATH 


During the chaotic latter half of the 1st century 
BC marked by civil wars and the dictatorship of 
Gaius Julius Caesar, Cicero championed a return 
to the traditional republican government. 
Following Julius Caesar's death Cicero became 
an enemy of Mark Antony in the ensuing power 
struggle, attacking him in a series of speeches. 
He was proscribed as an enemy of the state by 
the Second Triumvirate and consequently killed 
in 43 BC. 


The native language of the 
Romans was Latin. 
Although surviving Latin 
literature consists almost 
entirely of Classical Latin, 
an artificial and highly 
stylized and 
polished literary 
language from the 1st 
century BC, the actual 
spoken language was 
Vulgar Latin. 
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Manuscript from the Middle Ages 



VIBOU. 


Virgil was an ancient 
Roman poet of the 
Augustan period. He is 
known for three major 
works of Latin 
literature, the 
Eclogues (or Bucolics), 
the Georgies , and the 
epic Aeneid . 


VIRgll. 


The inscription at Virgil’s tomb 
was composed by the poet 
himself: Mantua me genuit, 
Calabri rapuere, tenet nunc 
Parthenope. Cecini pascua, 
rura, duces (" Mantua bore me, 
the Calabrians snatched me 
away, now Naples holds me. I 
sang of pastures, countrysides, 
leaders") 



VIRgll. 


Virgil is traditionally ranked 
as one of Rome's greatest 
poets. His Aeneid has been 
considered the national 
epic of ancient Rome from 
the time of its composition 
to the present day. 



The suicide of Queen 
Dido (book 4), sculpture 
by Claude-Augustin 
Cayot (fr) 


VIRGINS AENEIP 


TheAeneid is a Latin epic poem, written between 
29 and 19 BC, that tells the legendary story of 
Aeneas, a Trojan who travelled to Italy, where he 
became the ancestor of the Romans. The first six 
of the poem's twelve books tell the story of 
Aeneas's wanderings from Troy to Italy, and the 
poem's second half tells of the Trojans' ultimately 
victorious war upon the Latins, under whose 
name Aeneas and his Trojan followers are 
destined to be subsumed. 


ROIVIAN REPUBLIC ART 



Etruscan Archaic 
Polychrome Protome in 
the Form of a Woman’s 
Head - X.0040; Origin: 
Mediterranean; Circa: 
6th Century 
BC; Dimensions: 6.5" 
(16.5cm) hig 
Collection: 

Classical; Style: 
Etruscan; Medium: 
Terracotta 






ROMAN REPUBLIC ART 



Capitoline Wolf . Traditional 
scholarship says the wolf- 
figure is Etruscan, 5th 
century BC, with figures of 
Romulus and Remus 
added in the 15th century 
AD by Antonio Pollaiuolo . 
Recent studies suggest 
that the wolf may be a 
medieval sculpture dating 
from the 13th century AD. 


ROMAN REPUBLIC ART 



Roman Ribbon 
Glass Dish - 
GF.0346; Circa: 
100 BC 
; Dimensions: 

3.5" (8.9cm) wide; 

Collection: 

Roma Medium: 
Glass 





Detail: Dionysian 
procession, segment 
from entrance to a 
triclinium (dining hall) 
in Southern Italy; ca. 
150 B.C.. 

Smithsonian Museum 
of Natural History, 
Washington, DC 


RQIVIAN REPUBLIC ART 



Campanian red figure 
vase; attributed to the 
Rhomboid Group; ca. 
320 B.C.; 16 Vi inches 
high; private 
collection, Great 
Britain. 


Roman religion was practical and 
contractual, based on the principle of do 
utdes, "I give that you might give.” 



This fresco from 
outside of Pompeii 
shows Roman men 
celebrating a 
religious festival 


PINlN^s 

Ancient Roman cuisine changed 
over the long duration of this 
ancient civilization. 

Dietary habits were affected by 
the influence of Greek culture, 
the political changes 
from kingdom to Republic 

to Empire, and Empire's 
enormous expansion, which 
exposed Romans to many new, 
provincial culinary habits and 
cooking methods. 



Apicius: De re conquinaria 
(on the cover of Subject of 
Cooking), 1709 cover 
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Ancient Rome played a pivotal 
role in the history of wine. 

The Roman belief that wine was a 
daily necessity made the drink 
"democratic" and 
ubiquitous: wine was available to 
slaves, peasants, women 
and aristocrats alike. 


Ancient Roman statue of Dionysus, god 
of wine (c. 150 AD, Prado, Madrid) 



giowiNa 


The toga, shown here 
on a statue restored 
with the head of 
Nerva, was the 
distinctive garb of 
Roman males. 



Etruscan civilization is the 
modern name given to 
a civilization of ancient Italy in 
the area corresponding roughly 
to Tuscany, western Umbria, and 
northern Latium. The ancient 
Romans calied its creators 
the Tusci or Etrusci. Their Roman 
name is the origin of the 
terms Tuscany, which refers to 
their heartland, and Etruria, 
which can refer to their wider 
region. 
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RQIVIULUS AND REMUS 

According to Roman mythology, when Romulus and 
Remus founded Rome, they did so on the Palatine 
Hill according to Etruscan ritual; that is, they began with 
a pomerium or sacred ditch. Then, they proceeded to 
the walls. Romulus was required to kill Remus when the 
latter jumped over the wall, breaking its magic spell. 


